matter more to him than success Habitually now, as he had done at
the time of his escape from captivity, he would obey the inner voice,
regardless of every other prompting, and then, if the power for which
he disdained to turn aside should eventually come his way, he would
be better qualified than ever before to wield it

And even by the most worldly reckoning, the effect of his interven-
tion was by no means unfavourable The average Englishman may
have turned down his protest, with some momentary irritation,
but in the long run, as is the way of Englishmen, he respected him
all the more for it, as a good fellow and a sportsman, especially when
it became apparent that having said his say while the decision was m
suspense, he was, once the abdication had become an accomplished
fact, prepared to let the controversy drop, and unite with all loyal
subjects in making a success of the new reign
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Even so moving a drama as that of the abdication was soon to
be swept almost out of memory, by the insistence of greater events
The coronation of the new Sovereign, in whom the nation was quick
to recognize a born adept in the highly specialized function that had
been thrust upon him, was the last time for who can tell how long,
that the nation would be able to unite, without an afterthought, in
the ritual of carefree rejoicing All the same, it was proof of a certain
detachment or slowness of imagination that it should have been so.
For the Second World War, in which Britain was none the less
involved from the fact that as yet she was merely in process of being
out-manceuvred and out-armed in preparation for the coup de grdce
at her enemy's appointed time, was already well advanced, and that
enemy's strategic plan working with foreseen accuracy through what
had already become a series of victories Germany had smashed the
Treaty of Versailles by rearming, she had effectively cut off France
from going to the aid of her Eastern satellites, by fortifying the
Rhineland; she had brought over Italy to her side, and seen an
Italian Empire planted on the rear of the British outpost m Egypt,
she and her new accomplice were actively engaged in fomenting a
Fascist revolution m Spain, Japan, already linked with her in the
Anti-Comintern Pact, was just about ^to take the war-path in China
Everywhere vital positions were being seized^ with or without a
blow; everywhere the balance of advantage was being tilted against
ttie victors of the last war But what was most disastrous of all*
while the enemy was pushing ruthlessly forward on a footing of
Total War, the infatuated democracies persisted m remaining on one
of peace, so that every day that passed saw the odds against them
being augmented at a rate of geometrical progression Let this only
go on long enough, and the time would come when they might as
well he down under the yoke without the formality of resistance

This was the monstrous reality that Churchill came nearer to